ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

So there arose the question whether or not
'sovereignty' had actually been surrendered by
the states. The discussion of this question soon
involved an historical argument. What had the
framers of the Constitution themselves believed
that they had done? Did they think that they
had created a sovereign government over the
states, or did they believe that they had left
sovereignty entirely with the states? On this
broader historical argument it is necessary to say
that there was a good case on both sides. The
Fathers of the Constitution had not all thought
the same thing and some of them had not spoken
unambiguously. Lincoln had a case; so had
Jefferson Davis and Stephens. And of the two,
it must be said that Lincoln overstated his case.
He said in his First Inaugural: 'The Union is
much older than the Constitution. It was
formed, in fact, by the Articles of Association in
1774. It was matured and continued by the
Declaration of Independence in 1776. It was
further matured and the faith of all the then
thirteen states expressly plighted and engaged
that it should be perpetual, by the Articles of
Confederation in 1778. And finally, in 1787, one
of the declared objects for ordaining and estab-
lishing the Constitution was "to form a more
perfect Union/'' In fact, although some form of
association between the states was older than the
Constitution, those forms of association were
different from the Union, The Union which
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